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Request: The DSBN should undertake with architectural experts a full Board-wide inventory of its
architectural assets and develop a time-bound and costed plan for their preservation.

3/ As an owner of important heritage assets, the DSBN must act to ensure their protection.

The front wing of BDSS is a major architectural and historical landmark that should be preserved for
future generations, regardless of the specific activity at the site. To ensure the future integrity of this
site, the front wing of BDSS should be designated as an official Municipal Heritage Site. We know from
numerous studies that heritage designations can enhance a property’s value.

Request: The DSBN should work closely with the Town of Lincoln and its Municipal Heritage
Committee to ensure the swift designation of the front wing of BDSS as an official Municipal Heritage
Site in early 2017.

We have heard in the past that the issues | have just raised have no place in the ARC process. This is
patently wrong.

- First, any discussion of the closure of schools and their possible repurposing raises capital
spending and heritage issues that must be addressed and considered in the deliberations of
the ARC; and

- Second, the DSBN does not provide any other venue in which these issues can be addressed.
Therefore, they must be addressed in the ARC.

Thank you.
Respectfully submitted,

Brett House
bretthouse@gmail.com
+1.647.546.3692
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Hello. Luckily, my son will graduate before a potential closure of BDSS, but I felt
compelled to speak about why I am strongly opposed to closing 3 community high
schools to force students to attend one mega high school. I believe all 3 of the high
schools that you are considering closing should remain open, be repaired and

updated. But spend the money wisely.

My son is at school early 3 or 4 days a week for bands. He often stays late after
school to hang out in the music room. He would not have these musical
opportunities if he was being bused to a mega high school. We simply would have

no way of getting him to school early due to our work commitments.

BDSS is an amazing school with a long history, with many caring and dedicated

teachers.

School is not just a place where you go to learn in a class room and then be shipped
back home. It’s often the times before and after school that can be just as important.
It’s the relationships you form and the interactions that you have with other students,
teachers and parent volunteers that can make school life a more enriching

experience.

In the Initial Staff Report dated Sept. 15, 2016, I noticed that DSBN is basing its
future growth assumptions on Census numbers from 2006 to 2011. A lot has

changed in the past 5 years, so if you are attempting to predict population growth in
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the area, then you should at least be working from current population numbers, not

numbers from 5 years ago.

Let’s face it, school boards cannot accurately predict how many kids are going to
attend the school in the future, so we very well could end up with an overcrowded

mega high school with a bunch of portables out back.

I note that DSBN’s transportation policy guideline states transportation times are
“not expected not to exceed 60 minutes” for a one-way trip. Seriously? You think
it is ok for students to spend potentially up to 2 hours a day commuting to and from
school? I commute to Toronto every day. I don’t think teenagers should have to
commute to high school. Busing kids to high school also means that they will have
less time to sleep, less time to finish homework, less time to study for tests, and it
will rob them of the opportunities to participate in music or sports programs because
they will have to hop on a bus to commute home. It will also impact students who

have part-time jobs or pick up their younger siblings from grade school.

You would deter families from even moving to Beamsville if you force kids to be
bused elsewhere for high school. I would not have moved here knowing that my son

would be bused out of Beamsville to attend school. We moved here BECAUSE he

could walk to school.
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This decision involves people, not just numbers, dollar signs and percentages on a
piece of paper. This decision will profoundly impact students, their families, the
local economies, real estate prices and the future growth of these towns. You are
deciding the fate of not only our schools, but our very lives and the family upheaval
and turmoil that it will cause, and the community economic fallout that goes along

with that decision. Personally, I don’t think DSBN should have that much power.

DSBN’s guiding principle is “to keep students and communities together.” You are
not doing that if you are busing students to a different community to attend high
school. If you take the schools out the community, you take the feeling of belonging

to a community away from the kids.

If our elected trustees are the final decision makers in this matter, then WE as a
community should make sure that we do not re-elect anyone who is in favour of

closing our schools.

So, my final words are NO to closing 3 high schools and NO to a mega school.
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To the Members of the A.R.C team and Honorable Trustees

Please consider you’re decisions carefully concerning this matter of closing Schools.
Taking schools out of Individual communities will have a negative effect on those communities
and the Youth and the people who live there. A high school experience is not just about
education, it is about growing up. Thanks to the implemented community hour program in High
School, Students were able to get to know there community in a tangible way, they are able to
make a connection where they Live and Serve and can see the change that their actions make.
Removing Schools from communities will certainly make it harder for areas to retain young
people, not just in their academic years but also in the years to follow.

The proposed Closing of South Lincoln three years before the hopes of a new school
being built leaves a sour taste in the mouths of many people living in the Smithville area; this
planned closure is presented to us long before the plans and location of the new school are
even disclosed. It makes many of us concerned that a new school may just be a hopeful idea
that may never see the light of day. In the previous meeting the reason for the early closure of
South may have been due to a concern regarding a drop in attendance after it is announced
that it will close when the new school is built. If the new school is in the works and all three
merge at the same time, the conclusion is not sound as there would only be one transition,
instead of two, (which expect would be unpalatable to a student).

| have one idea that may be as suitable as the current suggestions.

Instead of closing South.....Add an Addition to allow for more students and thus provide
more course opportunities, Perhaps 600 Students. Then build a new school below the
Escarpment for about 900 students. Change the Boundaries to direct children below
escarpment to the new School and those above would attend South. Medium sized schools
would be able to be adapted to a variety of clientele and be better suited to changing
Demographics. And the split between upper and lower would keep children safer on rides to
and from schools as well as shorten ride times.

A few Questions......
# Has the cost of a Green demolition been Factored into the Numbers?

# What are the assurances that DSBN will fulfill the obligations to build a new school if
South is closed?
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# Why have the current Schools fallen into such disrepair that it requires approx. 53
million in Repair?

# Considering the change in local demographics ....How sound of an Idea is it to base this
accommodation review-on 5 year old Information?

# How many ARC reviews have recommended the construction of a new school....and
staggered closures for the Schools affected in the merge?

# How would the Committee feel If this review went forward ....and no new School was
built....

Thank You

Mark Heeringa
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DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD OF NIAGARA
WEST NIAGARA SECONDARY
ACCOMMODATION REVIEW PUBLIC MEETING
(December 15, 2016 — Beamsville District Secondary School)

1. What do you favour most about the recommended option? Why?

2. What do you favour least about the recommended option? Why?

3. Additional Comments: - /f_ (/; W ?zé ﬁg_/ﬂé 4 A’“c/mb%eﬁ ?L'm? 4/
Z/Lﬂ}t’,./}a-&l«é%& é’; %l)o‘ﬂd ZAe Oﬁé-nél/;? . ﬁvg/\ 2 /J’dé/ Ao
f»miz" 57/9 Ty ﬁ”m& /M -x‘h/v\wﬂl"?%d, Zﬂfé A%é@cﬁﬁnz/éﬁf’
antill 7alking I s s00 man adow |

6500?/1\' A}MZL %Z/f} AW&M 7 H 2

Name: Address:
(Please print)
Please Check: Parent( ) Community Member () Staff Member () Student( )
What School?

Other (Please Specify)

In accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information/Protection of Privacy Act, 1990 by signing your name on this feedback form
and submitting it you are consenting to this information becoming part of the Accommodation Review records, and agree to them being

posted on the website and forwarded to the committee.
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DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD OF NIAGARA
WEST NIAGARA SECONDARY
ACCOMMODATION REVIEW PUBLIC MEETING
(December 15, 2016 — Beamsville District Secondary School)

1. What do you favour most about the recommended option? Why?

2. What do you favour least about the recommended option? Why?
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3. Additional Comments:
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Name: GOQ\\ S\'\JQESQQ—?J Address:
(Pledse print)
Please Check: Parent (\_-T Community Member () Staff Member () Student ()

What School? RS

Other (Please Specify)

In accordance with the Municipal Freedom of Information/Protection of Privacy Act, 1990 by signing your name on this feedback form
and submitting it you are consenting to this information becoming part of the Accommodation Review records, and agree to them being

posted on the website and forwarded to the committee.
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posted on the website and forwarded to the committee.





