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Planning and Persistence Key 
to Student Learning

The Education Quality and Accountability Office (EQAO) released results today for the Ontario
Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT), which was administered in March 2007. The OSSLT
helps to determine if students have the skills that they need for reading, writing and
communicating to meet the Ontario Curriculum standards. 

A total of 3,284 grade ten students took the test for the first time, and 673 students who
were previously eligible, also wrote the test. The participation rate for first time eligible students
was 93%, which is an increase from the 84% who took the test in 2003. “Last year our
participation rate increased. We have continued to have a high participation rate in the
assessment this year, which assists us with planning in order to meet our student learning
goals,” said Ardeth Staz, Superintendent of Student Learning.

The OSSLT results showed that the success rate for first-time eligible students
decreased by 2%, however, the DSBN is not discouraged by these results. “We support our
Principals and teaching staff in their commitment to student learning,” said Warren Hoshizaki,
Director of Education. “When the EQAO releases their comprehensive report, we will dedicate
time to perform a thorough analysis of the results and will plan accordingly. We have
implemented research-based learning strategies that will impact student learning, and it is
important to have patience with this process.”

Each student who participates in the OSSLT will receive an Individual Student Report
(ISR) at the end of June. 
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For more information about the 2007 DSBN OSSLT results please contact:
Ardeth Staz, Superintendent of Student Learning, 905-641-1550 ext. 4105

For more information about the OSSLT, please refer to the EQAO website: www.eqao.com
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